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Subcommittee C requested some revisions to COMM597.01. Their recommendations can be summarized as follows:

(a) How does the course meet the requirements of the GEC?

(b) How does the course promote interaction among students? How is it built into the syllabus? 10% of grade for class participation is insufficient.

(c) What are the prerequisites?

(d) Reconsider title.

(e) Assessment of GEC objectives

(a) How does the course meet the requirements of the GEC?

We have addressed this question by examining how the course meets the four conditions outlined in the model curriculum document posted on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum website.

(1) The first requirement is that the course should address issues of the contemporary world.

A course that focuses on the portrayal of terror and terrorists in the media adequately meets this requirement.

(2) Worldwide significance and global interdependence is another condition that is emphasized in the capstone model curriculum.

Terrorism is an integral part of international news and discourse. It is a lens the reveals differences between cultures and worldviews. The media serve as a common denominator in these cross-cultural issues. In fact, in its modern usage, “mass communication” is, by definition, cross-cultural and multinational, i.e., a system of linked technologies that is unbounded by national borders or language barriers. It appears that an examination of the portrayal of terrorism in the mass media can serve as fertile ground to highlight social, economic and cultural contexts wherein a terrorist to some is seen as a martyr by others.

(3) Capstone courses should promote interaction among students

Given the current social and political climate, we believe that a course on media and terrorism would be of interest to students from various disciplines. To foster interaction among students, students will write three essays over the course of the quarter and competing ideas and common themes from these essays will be discussed in class. Also, different students will be identified as discussion leaders for each essay and they will be asked to lead an online discussion in Carmen by posting blogs. These online discussions will be further pursued in the classroom.

(4) Capstone courses should have a writing or research component.

With a 10-15 page research paper and three five-page essays, this course clearly meets the writing requirement.
(b) How does the course promote interaction among students? How is it built into the syllabus? 10% of grade for class participation is insufficient.

We have already addressed how we plan to encourage participation by using online discussion. To provide additional incentives, class participation has been increased to 30% of the grade, which includes points for online postings and active participation in class. In the earlier version, only 10% of the points were allocated for class participation.
(c) What are the prerequisites?

Jr or Sr status. This was an oversight that has been corrected.

(d) Reconsider title.

Previous title was Peace, War, Terrorism and the Media. The current title is Media and Terrorism.

(e) Assessment

In addition to assessment of student performance through grades, SEIs and end-of-quarter qualitative feedback from students, two assessment items will be employed.

At the end of the quarter, along with the SEIs, students will evaluate the course on the following two items:

This course helped improve my understanding of political, economic, cultural, physical, and social differences among the nations of the world, including a specific examination of non-Western culture.
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This course provided opportunities to apply knowledge from diverse disciplines to the address a contemporary world issue.
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